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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
“Start strong, stay strong, and finish strong by
remembering why you started in the first place.”

~Ralph Marston

While fatigue has set in, the faculty and staff at D. M. Smith
Elementary School are committed to ending the 2021
school year strong. Our focus for the duration of the school
year is on the progression standards by grade level that
correlate to the heavily-tested standards for the upcoming
grade level.  This detailed plan will aid us in creating a
foundation of success for our students.  When children are
given sufficient time and space to build strong foundations
with respect to knowledge development, it paves the way
to a future where they can make decisions and continue to
be critical, creative thinkers and doers. Given the proper
support, D. M. Smith students would be
B.E.A.R.S.—Brilliant, excellent, amazing, respectful
scholars—who embody greatness. Parents, please support
us by emphasizing to your child that school is yet in session
and each child must remain focused and determined.
Dates to remember:

● Final Benchmark:
o ELA—June 14, 2021 Math—June 15, 2021 Science—June 17, 2021

● PBIS End-of-Year Celebration
o June 16, 2021—Linked to good behavior

TEACHER OF THE MONTH—Yolanda McGee
A good teacher can inspire hope, ignite the imagination,
and instill a love of learning.
Our May teacher of the month is none other than Mrs.
Yolanda McGee. Mrs. McGee is the 5th grade math teacher
here at D. M. Smith. She is a graduate of Alcorn State
University and Delta State University where she attained her
BS degree in Health Science and her MS degree in secondary
education respectively.  She has great attendance, high quality
instruction, and a great rapport with parents and students.
She endeavors to utilize her extensive math knowledge to
serve as a math instructional coach and open a
state-of-the-art tutoring service.

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH



So often you find that the students you’re trying to inspire are the ones that end up
inspiring you. Honoring our distinguished students of the month.



PRINCIPAL’S DAY
The staff of D. M. Smith bestowed many gifts and love on Mrs. Barksdale for Principal’s Day. The
presence of gratitude, support, and appreciation filled the building during the month of May.

TEACHER APPRECIATION
“If you have to put someone on a pedestal, put teachers. They are society’s heroes.”
Guy Kawasaki

For this entire school term, the teachers have been tasked with offering high quality instruction
using both face-to-face and virtual modalities.  Faculty and staff have had to contend with
balancing the demands of the job all while ensuring their own children’s and aging family
members’ needs were met.  All educators and support staff had to set aside their fears and do
what was needed for the students here at D. M. Smith. That’s why Teacher Appreciation Week was
more important than ever this year. The leaders of D. M. Smith worked tirelessly to provide a
memorable week for the entire staff of our educational system. Without each of the people within
our building, this tumultuous year would have been unbearable. It was our turn to appreciate the
staff that appreciates us.



“ORANGE” You Glad to be An Educator

Various sponsorships and donations allowed the administrators to select 4 raffle winners each day,
provide breakfast and lunch daily, and gift teachers with a token of appreciation. The schools are
the anchors of our community and we are grateful to all of the sponsor and stakeholders who gave
so selflessly to our staff. These sponsors include: The Carpenter’s Church, Shaw Family Medical, St.
Peter’s Rock Church, Deborah Gibbs, E. Bradshaw Property Management, LLC, J & O Real Estate
Investors, LLC, Joyce Hilley, Quality Steel, Melanie Quinton, Gyzelle Brown, Richelle Maddox,
Tyquisha Graham, Brittany Isler, Neal Anderson, Terrance Walker, Emma Hallford, Kaley Joel, and
McDonald’s (Cleveland).







INSPIRED BY INSPIRE
The Inspire gifted class learned the importance and contributions of honey bees and their

significance in our world.

The 6th grade boys were dressed to impress for their spring football game.

REFLECTING ON A JOB WELL DONE



Mrs. Glenda Lollis-Hawkins has decided to retire after 30 impeccable years of service. Her
commitment, pedagogical excellence, and meticulous approach to all things education will be
greatly missed. You may retire, Mrs. Hawkins, but your teachings will forever be engraved in our
lives. Good luck!


